CHAPTER III.

THE   HIDDEN   SIDE   OF  CHRISTIANITY
(concluded).

(b) THE TESTIMONY OF THE CHURCH.

WHILE it may be that some would be
willing to admit the possession by the
Apostles and their immediate successors
of a deeper knowledge of spiritual things
than was current among the masses of the
believers around them, few will probably
be willing to take the next step, and,
leaving that charmed circle, accept as the
depository of their sacred learning the
Mysteries of the Early Church. Yet we
have S. Paul providing for the transmission
of the unwritten teaching, himself initiating*
S. Timothy, and instructing S. Timothy to
initiate others- in his turn, who should again
hand it on to yet others. We thus see the
provision of four successive generations of
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